
Make an experience of your own.
• Good Fortune examines one family’s experience coming to America—how did 

your family come to where they are now? Create a family tree and fill it in with 
where people came from and where they ended up. 

• On page 78, Baba points the University of California in Berkeley out to Li Keng 
and states, “Someday I hope some of you will attend this great university.” We 
learn at the end that Li Keng and two of her siblings did attend UC Berkeley—
making the dream come true. What are some dreams that you have? Write a 
letter to yourself outlining how you can achieve your dream.

Use your imagination to explore. 
• The historical context of the Great Depression and the Chinese Exclusion Act 

are important in this story. Life could have been very different for the Gee 
family. Explore non-fiction books about this time in history. Imagine you were 
a person from China faced with moving to America at this time. Would you 
make the decision to move? Why or why not? Use your research to support 
your choice.

• Angel Island—the “Ellis Island of the West” saw many immigrants enter the 
country, but gets less attention than Ellis Island. Explore the history of Angel 
Island and then imagine you are going through the immigrant experience on 
the west. Write about your time there.
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Talk through your thoughts.
• Before reading: looking at the cover art, what does it tell you about the book? 

What journey do you think the narrator will go on? Do the Table of Contents and 
chapter titles guide you as to how the story might go? How do to think it will turn 
out at the end?

• After reading: looking back on your predictions from the beginning of the book, 
were the clues you picked up accurate? Was there anything you were unsure 
about at the beginning that confused you that now makes more sense? Share 
two new things you learned about the immigrant experience with a friend.

Discuss

Create

Imagine
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